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Dear Parents,


I would like to inform you about the Italian program, which will be, within my expectations, an instructive, interesting and exciting experience for your sons and daughters.  First of all, it is my opinion that students should take full advantages of the Host Nation country in which they and their families are living.  Therefore, the aim for the end of each school year course is that students should be able to communicate linguistically and to operate comfortably within the community they live in.


High frequency vocabulary is presented in situational experiences such as meeting people, asking for directions, shopping, etc.  Students will be expected to communicate in Italian by giving oral and written information, by using speech patterns and grammatical structures, according to the specific level of language they are in.


Furthermore, students will be taught to identify geographical and cultural features of Italy, will learn the history and culture of our region and visit cultural sites on the study trips organized in my classes.  Also, they will participate in cultural exchanges with Italian students.
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Classroom expectations:

· All students are expected to be in their seats prior to the late bell.  They must have all needed material with them and be ready to work as soon as the late bell rings.

· It is the students’ responsibility to respect others’ right to learn by not disrupting the learning environment.  Students who behave inappropriately will be dealt with accordingly.

· No food or drink is permitted in the classroom (except in rare exceptions).

· Students are asked to use the five minutes’ break to use the restroom.
Grading Criteria


	Italian II/III:
Classwork
             40%

Warm ups

20%

Tests


25%

Homework

15%  
	Italian IV
Classwork
   (presentations, class work, etc.)
35%

Projects and Researches                       30%

Tests



             20%

Homework/Digital Portfolio                15%

	Italian V
Independent Work               20%

Researches/Projects             30%

Classwork w/AP                     30%
Homework and Quizzes       20%
	AP Italian
Classwork                              30%
Projects                                  30%

Webpage                                20%

Homework and Quizzes       20%


Please note that students in Italian II and III are expected to create a digital portfolio , a folder on their computer or on the school’s account where they need to save their work for this class (assignments, power point presentations, homework, etc).  In alternative, they may create an original webpage where they upload their work on a weekly basis.  The digital portfolio or the webpage will be checked on periodically and be graded at the end of the semester (it will be part of the semester exam). Simple homework will be given almost every day and be posted on Ms. P’s webpage  www.missp-classes.weebly.com to reinforce the structures taught in the lesson.  Daily monitoring on your child’s homework is greatly appreciated.   
Students in levels IV, V and AP are expected to have their webpage for the class.
Discipline:


The discipline policy in the Italian classes follows the Statement of Discipline of Naples American High School.  In order to guarantee a serene learning environment, the students are expected to respect the above-mentioned Statement and the classroom expectations.


If a student chooses to break the rules:

1. First offense:
WARNING

2. Second offense:
TEACHER-STUDENT CONFERENCE

3. Third offense:
DETENTION

4. Fourth offense:
MEETING WITH TEACHER, STUDENT, PARENTS and/or ADMINISTRATOR.

I am absolutely positive that you will support me in achieving my goals and look forward to starting this school year!  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at school (629-4512).






Sincerely,

   



Roberta Pennasilico

Please sign and return ______________________

