
AVERE = to have  
I have 

Io HO   Noi ABBIAMO 
We have 

you have 
Tu HAI Voi AVETE 

You all have 

He/She/You 

formal has 
Lui/Lei/You formal  HA Loro HANNO 

They have 

 

Special Expressions with “AVERE” 
 
There are a few expressions that require the verb avere, while in English the corresponding sentence 
would require the verb to be = essere or other verbs.  Learn them by heart, as they are just a few.  They 
are: 
 
avere caldo = to be hot  avere fame = to be hungry  avere torto =  to be wrong 
avere freddo = to be cold  avere sete = to be thirsty  avere ragione = to be right 
avere sonno = to be sleepy  avere paura = to be scared  avere fretta = to be in a hurry 
avere voglia di…= to feel like… avere bisogno di…= to need  avere…..anni = to be….years old 
 
Examples: Maria ha 18 anni = Maria is 18 yrs old. 
  Noi  abbiamo ragione, voi avete torto! = We are right, you guys are wrong! 
  Hai sonno? Hai bisogno di dormire = Are you sleepy/tired?  You need to sleep! 
  I miei genitori hanno sempre freddo! = My parents are always cold! 
  John ha sete; ha voglia di un te’ freddo = John is thirsty; he feels like having an ice tea. 


